PRESS RELEASE FROM MARLIN CARS LTD.

MARLIN IS MORE THAN A TOi

Marlin Cars Ltd. the family run Crediton based car company who produce the 1930's style Hunter Classic and Sportster TOi sportscars, are taking to the race track.

Marlin have produced traditional British sportscars for over 21 years and have decided to celebrate by going racing this year.

Ms Matthews Managing Director stated  "Feedback from testers and owners has always been so positive. It has often been stated that our chassis design is 'one of the best in the business', so this year we intend to prove it!"

Actually Marlin are well aware that the difference between a road and race vehicle is normally worlds apart, but they want to show just what can be achieved on a really low budget, using one of their production Sportster TOi's with very few modifications, well within the reach of most enthusiasts capability and budgets.

"There are a lot of people out there who would like to have some motoring fun at weekends, roads are becoming ever more congested," Ms Matthews went on to say, "Now that 'Track days' and 'Lo-cost' racing series are getting ever more popular, we want our customers to realise, that it is not in the realms of fantasy, to actually be out there 'doing it' themselves."

In fact this is what has tempted Mark Matthews, Marlin's technical director to have a go himself. "I am not a racing driver," said Mark, "But I thought this would be an ideal opportunity to get behind the wheel and have some fun myself".

The bright green Sportster that Mark will be racing, is fitted with a 3.5litre V8 Rover engine, twin SU carburettors to comply with the 750MC racing class rules and a camshaft made to Marlins own specification. Together this setup provides a massive amount of torque and over 200bhp at the wheels. Combined with the Sportster's all up weight of around 600kgs, Mark is expecting the car to be a real flyer!

Mr Matthews stated "The car has large vented disc brakes all round and we have taken great care to ensure the front to rear weight balance, suspension settings and steering adjustments are all on optimum settings, but basically this is the same car that we produce for all our customers."  For Marks safety the car has been fitted with racing harness seat belts, along with a bucket seat and a full roll cage, which is not strictly necessary as all Sportsters have a built in roll bar which is more than adequate for Sprints and Hill-climbs.

Surprisingly due to the fact that most of the luxuries are removed to save weight (all-important when motor racing!), Marlin are able to produce a competition Sportster cheaper than the fully equipped road model. Yet this car is still completely legal, useable on road and competitive on the race track.

For further information please contact Marlin Cars Ltd. 01363-773772.
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